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This book focuses on market law and policy in 
sub-Saharan Africa, showing how markets can be 
harnessed by poorer and developing economies 

to help make the markets work for them: to help them 
integrate into the world economy and provide a better 
standard of living for their people while preserving 
their values of inclusive development. It explores uses 
of power both by dominant firms, often multinationals, 
and incumbent governments and cronies, to ring-fence 
their market positions and deprive rivals - often the 
indigenous people - from fair access to markets and 
highlights how competition authorities are pushing 
back and winning fair access, lowering prices of goods 
and services especially for the poorer population. The 
book also examines the next level up - regionalism - 
and provides the facts that show how regionalism has 
so far failed to meet its promise of freeing markets from 
cross-border restraints by large firms that operate across 
national borders.

Features

• Gives clarity to a complicated subject by presenting 
the facts, the legal concepts, and the economic and 
socio-political concepts

• Integrates subject areas usually dealt with separately, 
including antitrust (competition law), market policy 
in general, trade and investment, relevance of poverty 
and inequality

• Clear layout with maps, charts and graphs
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“Clear and creative ways in which democratising markets can aid meaningful development in Africa...”
Albie Sachs, retired Justice of the Constitutional Court of South Africa

“It is rare to come across a competition law book which is simultaneously generous in its outlook, 
original in its methodology and classical in its approach. ‘Making Markets Work For Africa’ (Oxford 
University Press, 2019) written by Eleanor Fox and Mor Bakhoum, two of the world most-renowned 
experts on comparative competition law issues, is just such a book and it is a must read for anyone 
interested in the development of competition laws in developing countries.”
Frederic Jenny, Professor of Economics, ESSEC Business School, Paris, and Chairman, OECD 
Competition Committee

“The impressive canvass of this book will stimulate debate among policy makers as it fills a significant 
gap in the existing literature which will be of great assistance to teachers of competition law and to 
adjudicative authorities seeking imaginative ways of developing a competition jurisprudence that will 
promote development in their countries.”
Professor Dennis Davis, Judge President, Competition Appeal Court, South Africa
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“Eleanor Fox and Mor Bakhoum’s new book, Making Markets Work 
for Africa (Oxford University Press, 2019), is a tour de force study 
of the interaction between markets, development, and competition 
law in sub-Saharan Africa. It is a must read for anyone interested in 
competition law in developing jurisdictions.”
Michal Gal, Professor, University of Haifa

“The strength of this book lies in the authors’ freedom from any 
competition law ideological stranglehold, which allows them to 
explore beyond its often-unnecessary limits. For this, it is essential 
reading for policy makers, enforcers, practitioners and students 
wanting an outside of the box view of competition policy.”
Tembinkosi Bonakele, The Commissioner of the South African 
Competition Commission


